Colombes, 24 June, 2017

Arkema applauds the successful mission of the Sail
for Water NGO
Arkema, the main sponsor of the Sail for Water NGO, today celebrates the safe return of the crew and
the positive outcome of this human and humanitarian adventure. Arkema is committed to universal
access to drinking water, and so develops innovative solutions for more efficient and effective filters,
which the mission undertaken by the Sail for Water NGO was indeed able to put to the test and validate.

On Saturday 24 June, the three members of the Sail for Water NGO crew dropped anchor in the
bay of Toulon, France. At sea since 11 October 2015, the crew sailed the planet’s oceans for over
20 months, covered 33,000 miles, and handed out almost 1000 filters to enable over 30,000 people
to produce their own drinking water.
A ceremony, tinged with emotions and congratulations, was organized to celebrate the return of Nicolas (25 years
old), Romain (26 years old) and Thomas (30 years old).
“We are very happy to have completed this round-the-world journey, and we are proud of what we have
achieved” stated Nicolas Sainte-Claire Deville. “Providing the most disadvantaged populations with a means to
access drinking water, in sometimes extreme conditions, is an indescribable feeling. I want to thank our sponsors
and partners for making this extraordinary adventure possible and for developing a new simple, efficient and
easy-to-use filter.”
For Arkema, the outcome is equally positive. The Group, which has made the management of water one of its six
research platforms, quite naturally came forward as a sponsor of the Sail for Water NGO to supply the filters.
Arkema developed a new filter specifically for this mission, in partnership with a manufacturer of ultrafiltration
systems.
“It is important for us to translate into concrete actions our commitment to improving water quality thanks to our
properly designed technical polymers. We are delighted with the work achieved in developing, with our industrial
partner Polymem, a new more efficient and more durable ultrafiltration cartridge, which was put to the test and
validated through the action on the ground of the Sail for Water NGO” explained Bernard Schlinquer, European
Manfager for ultrafiltration marked.

Analysis of the Sail for Water NGO’s mission: over 10 countries visited, nearly 1000 filtration cartridges handed out
At every stop-over, the Sail for Water NGO contacted local organizations to identify the areas with the most urgent
need for help in producing drinking water.
During their stop-overs as they sailed the oceans, the three-man crew of the sailboat Williwaw came to the aid of
remote populations affected by a lack of sanitary infrastructures or their destruction as a result of natural disasters
such as earthquakes or cyclones.
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In Ecuador, in the wake of a strong earthquake in April 2016, the crew were
involved in an emergency mission in the worst affected regions, in
collaboration with the Franco-Ecuadorian association Ecuasol. Almost 100
filters were handed out, which helped produce drinking water to prevent
epidemics.
The Sail for Water NGO also played a role on the island of Kuro in Fiji, which
was completely devastated by cyclone Wintson in February 2016.

To ensure the filters were used as efficiently as possible, additional actions
were taken to train young people in schools, mothers and village chiefs,
responsible for the production of drinking water, and raise their awareness
of hygiene, in particular washing hands, keeping the filters clean and in
working order, and treating water.

A new ultrafiltration cartridge for even safer water
For their last three missions in Africa, the crew of the Sail for Water NGO benefited from water filtration membrane
manufacturer Polymem’s recent innovation, with a new ultrafiltration membrane developed jointly with Arkema.

The innovation, which was awarded a 2016 Pierre Potier prize, entails a cartridge
comprising the very latest generation ultrafiltration hollow fibers produced from a new
Kynar® fluoropolymer grade with long-lasting hydrophilic properties.
This technology helps eliminate not just ultrafine particles but also bacteria and viruses
through simple gravity filtration.
300 filters developed from this technology, even more efficient, were supplied to the crew
and used on the ground during their last missions in South Africa and in Namibia.

These partnerships illustrate Arkema’s vision as a responsible company to support concrete actions and develop
innovative solutions in order to meet the major societal challenges of today and tomorrow.

A designer of materials and innovative solutions, Arkema shapes materials and creates new uses that accelerate customer performance. Our
balanced business portfolio spans high-performance materials, industrial specialties and coating solutions. Our globally recognized brands are
ranked among the leaders in the markets we serve. Reporting annual sales of €7.5 billion in 2016, we employ approximately 20,000 people
worldwide and operate in close to 50 countries. We are committed to active engagement with all our stakeholders. Our research centers in North
America, France and Asia concentrate on advances in bio-based products, new energies, water management, electronic solutions, lightweight
materials and design, home efficiency and insulation. www.arkema.com
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